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ing the position of the United States on the question of neutrality ; 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Gore of Oklahoma: A bill (S. 3033) to prohibit the issu- 
ance of passports for use on the vessels of a belligerent country- 
Mr. Gore of Oklahoma: A bill (S. 3034) to prohibit belligerent 
vessels from transporting American citizens as passengers to or 
from ports in the United States, and to prohibit American and 
neutral vessels from transporting American citizens as passengers 
and contraband of war at one and the same time. 

Mr. Hitchcock of Nebraska: A bill (S. 380) to prohibit indi- 
viduals, partnerships, or corporations in the United States from 
selling arms, ammunition, artillery, and explosives of any kind 
for exportation during the existence of war except upon proof 
that said arms, ammunition, artillery, and explosives are not to be 
used in said war against a country with which the United States 
is at peace ; to the Committee on B'oreign Relations. 

Mr. Kenyon of Iowa : A bill (S. 1731) to prohibit transporta- 
tion of passengers on vessels carrying munitions of war ; to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Porter of Pennsylvania : Joint resolution (H. J. Res. 14) 
providing an embargo on arms, ammunition, and munitions of 
war ; to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

Mr. Steenerson of Minnesota: Joint resolution (H. J. Res. 81) 
to prohibit the export of arms and munitions of war in certain 
cases ; to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

Mr. Stephens of Nebraska : A bill (H. R. 6829) prohibiting the 
clearance or entry of ships of nations at war at any port of the 
United States or its island possessions when such ships carry as 
passengers United States citizens ; to the Committee on the 
Merchant Marine and Fisheries. 



Mr. Stephens of Nebraska: A bill (H. R. 6828) prohibiting the 
clearance or entry of United States or neutral ships at any port 
of the United States or its island possessions when citizens of the 
United States are carried as passengers on ships whose cargo 
consists wholly or in part of contraband of war ; to the Committee 
on the Merchant Marine and Fisheries. 

Mr. Works of California : A bill (S. 637) to forbid the furnish- 
ing of war materials to belligerent nations ; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Philippines and Porto Rico. 

Mr. Ferris of Oklahoma : Joint resolution (H. J. Res. 22) author- 
izing the President of the United States to prepare for with- 
drawal of sovereignty of the United States for the delivery of full 
possession, control, and government of the Filipino people, and to 
promote their future prosperity and independence by treaties of 
neutrality ; to the Committee on Insular Affairs. 

Mr. Hitchcock of Nebraska : A bill (S. 381) to declare the pur- 
pose of the United States as to the future political status of the 
people of the Philippine Islands, and to provide a more autonomous 
government for those islands ; to the Committee on the Phil- 
ippines ; amended (S. Rept. 18). 

Mr. Shafroth of Colorado . A bill (S. 1217) to provide a civil 
government for Porto Rico, and for other purposes ; to the Com- 
mittee on Pacific Islands and Porto Rico. 

Mr. Tavenner of Illinois : Joint resolution (H. J. Res. 8) request- 
ing the President to consider the expediency of effecting a treaty 
with the European powers providing for the neutralization of the 
Philippine Islands and the recognition of an independent govern 
ment there when established; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 



JOINING THE ISSUE 



Controversy over a fact, affirmed by one side and denied 
by another, is known in law as an "issue." Taking up the 
two sides respectively is called "joining the issue." A great 
need of the peace movement in the argument with its op- 
ponents is first to "join the issue." With this aim in view 
this department was started in our August number, and it is 
hoped that many of our readers will be stirred to add their 
wisdom to this process of. "joining the issue." Any intelli- 
gent contribution to the problem, if not too long, will be 
welcomed. — The Editor. 

IT[7'ould it not be a new and gracious thing in inter- 
** national comity should we refund to Mexico the 
money levied upon her at the close of the Mexican war, 
and pay to her at least the cost iof one battleship toward 
some amends for the outrage of the war made upon her 
at that time, and for the wresting from her of the best 
half of all her territory? Let us build one less "Dread- 
not" and devote the saving to this more worthy end. 
Such an act of justice would allay all distrust on the 
part of our Latin neighbors and be of immense benefit 
in promoting universal peace, as it seems to me. 

Sincerely, Charles McGregor. 

Derry, N. H. 



If it is possible to aid in "joining the issue" in the 
form of a question I should like very much to do so. 

In Switzerland one reads in the European press of the 
campaign for "Preparedness," which is now being waged 
in the United States (much as the same campaign was 
waged in Europe before the war) . 

The other day I was astonished to read in the 
"Vorwarts" a brief statistic, showing the tremendous 
cheapness of the work of "Preparedness" when done in 
arsenals owned by the government, compared with the 
same work executed by firms of private ownership. In- 
stead of meeting the "Preparedness" patriots on the 
ground of the pros and cons of the question itself, would 
it not be better first to put their patriotism to the simple 
test of asking them how they stand on this point? 
Surely a sincere patriot would advocate the cheapest 
method for his countrymen to "prepare," since the ex- 



pense of the "Preparedness" falls on his countrymen's 
shoulders. 

In forcing the "Preparedness" patriots to voice their 
views on this one point, before going into the argument 
with them at all, would it not be possible to weed out 
the disinterested from the interested, the sincere patriots 
(though mistaken?) from those with ulterior purposes? 

Yours very sincerely, 

H. S. 
Waldhaus in der Hardt, Birsfelden, Bale, Switzerland. 



There are only three nations to which even the scari- 
est alarmists and the most urgent advocates of "pre- 
paredness" give a serious thought — Japan, England, and 
Germany. Hobson has held the spot light when the 
Japan war scare has been staged ; but even he will hardly 
act to crowded houses unless we are attacked before the 
Panama Canal slides cease to be a hindrance to naviga- 
tion. That dreaded enemy disappointed the prophets 
of disaster by not sending its fleets across the Pacific 
before the canal was opened. 

Does any sane man fear an invasion from England 
when we practically hold Canada as a hostage, when she 
is largely dependent on us for supplies, and when we 
have a century of unbroken peace to look back on in spite 
of a number of irritating incidents? Many years ago 
her poet laureate, whose nationality and patriotism was 
intense, called on the "Gigantic daughter of the West" 
to "let her broadsides roar with ours" in case of trouble 
affecting both nations; and they are much closer now 
than they were then. 

There remains only Germany. Is it possible that 
Germany will ever be able to attack us unless the British 
navy should be swept from the ocean, which appears 
about as probable at present as for Serbia, if unaided, to 
whip Austria? Besides, notwithstanding all her mag- 
nificent organization and resources, by the time she is 
through with the war now on her hands she will be in 
no position to pick a quarrel with a great nation four 
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thousand miles away, and to stand the enormous tax on 
her exhausted treasury that this would involve. 

Simple ordinary common sense will show that there 
is not the slightest danger of attack from any foreign 
country — certainly less than ever before in our history — 
therefore to spend more now than we have been doing 
on our army and navy would be a foolish waste of 
money, aside from the harm it would do by making us 
feared by countries to the south who ought to be our 
friends and good customers. Why diminish our influ- 
ence for the time which is coming for us to assist in 
pacifying the fighting nations abroad, when we may join 
in demanding a reduction of armament throughout the 
world in the hope of establishing "a just and lasting 
peace among ourselves and with all nations ?" 

Allan Fahquhae. 



The author of the letter from which the following is 
taken has been a member of the American Peace Society 
for a quarter century. She has been Pennsylvania's 
superintendent of the Peace Department of the W. C. 
T. U. for nearly twenty years. For making Pennsyl- 
vania the "Banner State for Peace," she was awarded 
this past year the National Medal. Among other things 
she says: 

"The Advocate of Peace is very attractive in its new 



dress. Its contents are up-to-date and exceedingly helpful 
to me in my work as State W. O. T. U. superintendent, Peace 
and Arbitration for Pennsylvania. It is very popular in 
colleges, where the burning question of the hour for contest 
and oration is 'Preparedness.' " 



Mit. Bryan Commended 

The mere existence of an individual within the bounds 
of a community whose common welfare is so great an 
issue is sufficient reason for such an individual to en- 
dorse the article "War in 'Europe and Its Lesson for 
Us," authorized by a well-known journalist and pub- 
lished by the American Peace Society in its December 
Advocate. 

It is not for those uneducated and untrained in na- 
tional and international affairs to attempt to advise, but 
it is their duty to so great a commoner and to them- 
selves that they should voice their true sentiments : thus 
aid the moulding of the highest ideals of a Christian 
nation. 

It seems that for a national policy there could be no 
link more vitally important than that "national pre- 
paredness for war" shall be decided by a direct vote of 
the people because it is for the people. 

R. L. Tiohenoe. 

224 So. Grand Ave., Los Angeles, California. 
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Economic Aspects of the War. Neutral Rights, Belligerent 
Claims and American Commerce in the Years 1914-1915. 
By Edicin J. Clapp. New York City : Yale University 
Press. 1915. 360 p. Price, $1.50 net. 

In this book the author discusses what he appropriately 
terms the "story of international lawlessness in the first year 
of the great war." It is true that the Americans were pay- 
ing too much attention to the affairs of belligerents and too 
little to their own. The prejudice against German methods 
of warfare has caused a large part of the American public 
to overlook or ignore the strong interference of Great Britain 
with American trade by blockades, detainment of ships, 
seizures of cargoes, changes in contraband list, and orders 
in council. We welcome this book particularly as a con- 
firmation of the pacifist contention that in modern times all 
nations are bound to suffer from a war — belligerents and 
neutrals as well. 

Women at the Hague. The International Congress of Women 

and its Results. By Jane Addams, Emily G. Balch, and 

Alice Hamilton. New York : The Macmillan Co. 1915. 

171 p. Price, 75 cts. 

This new book gives a full account of the International 

Congress of Women convened at The Hague, in April, 1915, 

and the journeys undertaken by two delegations from that 

Congress. 

Selected Articles on National Defense. Compiled by Corinnc 
Bacon, Debater's Handbook Series. The H. W. Wilson 
Company, White Plains, N. Y., and New York City. 
1915. 243 p. Price, $1.00 net. 

This handbook, published in August, 1915, will be of great 
help to all interested in the problem of national defense and 
preparedness. It contains an excellent, though not exhaust- 
ive bibliography, numerous references and reprints from 
various books, pamphlets, documents, and magazines. 

International Congress of Women. Report in German, French, 
and English. The Hague, April 28 to May 1, 1915. In- 



ternational Women's Committee of Permanent Peace. 
Keizersgracht 467, Amsterdam. 323 p. Price, 60 cts. 

The Audacious War. By Clarence W. Barron. Boston and 

New York : Houghton Mifflin Company. 1915. 192 p. 

Price, $1.00 net. 

Amidst the flood of literature published since the outbreak 

of the war there are many books of little value. We feel 

inclined to classify with them this work, discussing as it 

does the problems of peace with little insight. The idea of 

an International Police with the island of Heligoland in its 

hands is ridiculous. 

Pacifism in Time of War. By Carl Heath. London, E. C. : 

Headley Bros. 1915. 119 p. Price, 1/- net, bound, 2/- 

net. 

Our well-known English co-worker and leader in the peace 

movement in his recent book gives an excellent survey of 

peace theories on the problems of the present war. 

The Political Economy of War. By Francis ~W. Hirst. New 
York : E. P. Dutton & Co. 1915. 327 p. Price, $2.00 net. 
In his new book the editor of the Economist, of London, 
gives an excellent economic history of the chief wars of the 
last two hundred years, including the present war. It is 
particularly suitable for the study of economics of war in 
general, war loans, national debts, and similar economic 
problems. 

Proceedings of the First Pan-American Financial Congress, 
Convened by Authority of the Congress of the United 
States under the direction of Hon. William G. McAdoo, 
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, May 24-29, 1915. 
Issued by direction of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
1915. 744 p. 

Why I Am a Socialist. By Charles Edward Russell. A new 
and revised edition. New York : Charles H. Doran Co. 
1915. 301 p. 50 cents. 
The author expounds in this book his belief that socialism 

is the only means of abolishing international war. 



